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For immediate release

University of Guelph student chosen for 2010 Outstanding Young Farmer 
memorial scholarship 

 

Ancaster, ON [November 3, 2010] – Heather Ferrier, a fourth-year student at the University of Guelph, is the 2010 recipient of the Outstanding Young Farmers (OYF) Memorial Scholarship. The $1,000 scholarship is awarded to a student pursuing post secondary education in agriculture in Canada. First awarded in 2009, the annual scholarship is managed by Canada’s OYF program, and was established by the late Martin Streef.

Chosen from 19 applicants across Canada, Heather is studying for a bachelor of commerce degree with a major in agriculture at the University of Guelph, and has one more year in her five-year co-op program. She grew up on a farm in Eastern Ontario and spent more than eight years in 4-H clubs, an involvement she shares with most of the other scholarship applicants.

Heather’s family operates a 400 acre, 40 head, purebred red Angus cow-calf  operation outside Perth, Ontario. She is continuing a family tradition of studying at the University of Guelph – where her brother, sister and both parents are all graduates.   

“I heard about being chosen for the OYF scholarship on Thanksgiving weekend and it was great news to receive at home with my family,” says Heather. “I’m honoured to be chosen and when I graduate I intend to continue to be involved in agriculture – through farming or a farm organization.” Heather attended the 2009 OYF National Event and was inspired by the presentations by the farm couples. “Farming is by no means easy but these outstanding farmers have persevered through some of the worst possible scenarios and came out on top.”

As part of the scholarship nomination, each applicant provided a short essay to answer the question “Why are you passionate about agriculture in Canada?” Heather is looking forward to helping deliver the positive messages about agriculture to consumers. “I want the public to know that farmers are stewards of the land and concerned with environmental issues,” she says.
“This scholarship gives OYF an exciting way to recognize exceptional individuals who are on the cusp of their career in Canadian agriculture,” says Brian Newcombe, OYF  president. “Heather’s interest in ensuring the public understands the importance of agriculture to everyone, is becoming a more and more vital part of production agriculture, and OYF is proud to honour individuals like Heather with this scholarship.” 

The OYF Memorial Scholarship was established by the late Martin Streef – president Streef Produce Ltd., a family-run vegetable business in Woodstock Ontario – to help future generations of Canadians pursue their passion for agriculture. In 1996, Streef was recognized as both Ontario’s and Canada’s Outstanding Young Farmer. He died in April 2008.

Awarded annually in the fall, nominations are open to any individual in Canada pursuing a diploma or degree in agriculture at a Canadian institution. The application deadline for the 2011 OYF Memorial Scholarship is June 30, 2011. Full details and application forms are available at www.oyfcanada.com/scholarships.
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Celebrating 30 years of identifying great agricultural successes, Canada’s Outstanding Young Farmers’ program is an annual competition to recognize farmers that exemplify excellence in their profession and promote the tremendous contribution of agriculture. Open to participants 18 to 39 years of age, making the majority of income from on-farm sources, participants are selected from seven regions across Canada, with two national winners chosen each year. The program is sponsored nationally by CIBC, John Deere, Bayer CropScience and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, and supported nationally by AdFarm and Canadian Farm Business Management Council.

Canada’s Outstanding Young Farmers for 2010 will be chosen at the national event in Victoria, BC from November 23-28, 2010. 
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For more information contact:

Joan Cranston, Program Manager, Canada’s Outstanding Young Farmers’ Program, 

(905) 648-0176  ( cranstonclydes@yahoo.com  (  www.oyfcanada.com

